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Weather 


8 A.M.: 65° 

2 P.M.: 81° 

5 B.M.: 78° 

CHANCE OF RAIN: 0% 


WEATHER REPORT, C10 
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News Now 


LOCAL & STATE 

@ ORANGE-OSCEOLA 
State Attorney Aramis 
Ayala misses the filing 
deadline to pursue her 
first death-penalty case, 
drawing the ire of Gov. 
Rick Scott. Bl 


@ THE CHAIRMAN of 
the Florida Democratic 
Party is resigning after a 
report detailing claims 
from six anonymous 
staffers that he created a 
hostile and “creepy” 
work environment. B1 


© ORANGE, LAKE AND 
SEMINOLE counties will 
get more money from the 
FWC to help communi- 
ties reduce human-bear 
conflicts. B2 


NATION & WORLD 

© THE IDEA OF merging 
the VA and Pentagon 
health systems is draw- 
ing opposition from 
veterans groups. A2 


@ PRESIDENT DONALD 
TRUMP slams Demo- 
cratic Sen. Al Franken 
over accusations he 
groped a reporter in 
2006 but remains silent 
about molestation allega- 
tions against GOP Senate 
candidate Roy Moore. A3 


SPORTS 

@ DANICA PATRICK will 
race in the Daytona 500 
next year, but she says 
she is shutting down her 
NASCAR Cup career. Cl 


© Tampa Bay Bucs 
quarterback Jameis 
Winston is denying 
allegations that he inap- 
propriately touched a 
female Uber driver in 
March 2016. Cl 


@ AFTER A13 WEST 
CoasT road trip, the 
Orlando Magic return 
home to face the Utah 
Jazz, and backup point 
guard D.J. Augustin 
could be in uniform. Cl 


PEOPLE & ARTS 

© FULL OF UPBEAT 
TUNES, “The Best 
Christmas Pageant Ever: 
The Musical” is a win- 
ning addition to the 
holiday canon and man- 
ages to touch the heart, 
writes Matthew J. Palm. 
A2 


TOP STORY 


Grad students fear more taxes 


By ANNIE MARTIN 
Staff Writer 


Lietsel Richardson is pursuing 
her master’s degree in biomedical 
engineering at the University of 
Central Florida, balancing classes, 
research, her job as a graduate as- 
sistant and living on a $20,000 an- 
nual stipend. 


Proposal from U.S. House would reclassify 
their tuition waivers as taxable income 


Like many graduate students 
who work at their schools, Rich- 
ardson doesn’t pay tuition, nor 
does she pay taxes on that benefit. 

But that would change under 
the $15 trillion tax cut approved 


Thursday by the U.S. House be- 
cause the bill reclassifies tuition 
waivers for graduate students as 
taxable income. 

If the Senate goes along with 
the plan, Richardson said she fears 


the new tax burden will stretch 
her already-thin budget even fur- 
ther. 

“When they say graduate stu- 
dents live off ramen noodle soup, 
it’s not that much of a joke,” said 
Richardson, 24, who does pay 
taxes on her stipend. 


Please turn to UCF, A8 


By KATE SANTICH | Staff Writer 


No one has to tell Orlando police officer Adam 
Gruler that life is precious — and sometimes fleet- 
ing. When the 16-year OPD veteran and then-father 
of six confronted a heavily armed gunman at Pulse 


PLENTY OF LOVE TO GO AROUND 


F 
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Adam Gruler holds 6-year-old Rachel and his wife, Jaimi, holds Rachel’s twin sister, Stephanie, as they 
stand before a judge Friday with their newly blended family that includes 8-year-old Jonathan, far right. 


After Pulse, OPD officer, wife 
see adoption dream realized 


Florida Virtual School, had already talked about 
expanding their blended family of six kids — three 


nightclub in June 2016, he knew what it might cost was bigger. 
i On Friday, in an Orange County courtroom, they 


him. 


“I had to tell myself: I will not die tonight,’ he 
said. “Going through something like that, it changes 


your priorities.” 


Adam, 41, and his wife, Jaimi, 39, an educator for 


boys each from previous marriages — by adopting a 
girl. But in the process of healing from Pulse, and 
the journey of meeting children in the state foster- 
care system, they realized the love they had to share 


officially became parents to 6-year-old twins, 
Rachel and Stephanie, and the girls’ brother, Jona- 


Please turn to FAMILY, A10 


Employees form bond with Star Wars park 


BY GABRIELLE RUSSON | Staff Writer 


They fell in love, bonding over Star Wars, 
when they met at work in Hollywood Studios. 

When Disney employees Christopher and 
Rachael DeGeorge married last month, her fa- 
ther was the officiant dressed in Jedi robes. She 


held a bouquet of elegant paper 


light-saber base. Engraved inside his wedding 
ring was the Rebel Alliance insignia. 

This week, the DeGeorges stood on the edge 
of the construction site where Star Wars: Ga- 
laxy’s Edge was being built for another mile- 


stone in their fandom. 


They were among the 6,000 Disney workers 
invited to sign a 40-foot long steel beam that 
plays a pivotal part of the new land’s landscape. 

Their autographs will be hidden from public 
when the land opens in 2019, but that doesn’t 


flowers in a 


steal away from the truth they will have a 


personal connection 130 feet in the air behind 


Please turn to DISNEY, A10 
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Disney employees Rachael and Christopher DeGeorge, 


who had a Star Wars-themed wedding last month, 
sign a steel beam at Star Wars: Galaxy’s Edge. 


Utility’s 
CEO search 


framed by 
solar hopes 


By KEVIN SPEAR 
Staff Writer 


The Orlando Utilities 
Commission is about to pick a 
new leader at a key time when 
the city’s power company still 
sees coal as essential for gen- 
erating electricity even as 
elected officials push to di- 
vorce Orlando from burning 
fossil fuels. 

The selection, which may 
come as early as next week, 
will require a CEO with a vi- 
sion for energy transforma- 
tion amid disruptive 
technology and worldwide 
fears that power plants like 
those at OUC are heating up 
the planet. 

“Its going to be an inter- 
esting ride,” said Jim Fenton, 
director of the University of 
Central Florida’s solar center, 
observing tension and in- 
trigue in OUC’s pursuit of a 
leader for an uncharted 
course. 


Please turn to OUC, A10 


PREPA head 
resigns amid 
more scrutiny 


By STEVEN MUFSON 
AND ARELIS R. HERNANDEZ 
Washington Post 


The executive director of 
the Puerto Rico Electric 
Power Authority resigned Fri- 
day amid questions about the 
slow repairs more than eight 
weeks after Hurricane Maria 
destroyed much of the electri- 
cal grid. 

PREPA head Ricardo 
Ramos Rodriguez had come 
under close questioning about 
a $300 million contract the 
utility signed with the tiny 
Whitefish Energy firm instead 
of turning to larger, more ex- 
perienced networks of util- 
ities that traditionally rush to 
aid storm-ravaged areas. The 
Whitefish Energy contract, 
whose rates were substan- 
tially higher than those paid to 
others, was later canceled. 


Please turn to MARIA, A10 


Voices & Opinion 


© OUR VIEW: Prolong protection status for Haitians. Al4 

@ LETTERS: Teachers’ courageous acts often go unseen. Al4 

@ LAUREN RITCHIE: Isolated teenagers cannot be ignored. B1 

@ MIKE BIANCHI: Fisher should squash Texas A&M rumors. Cl 
@ MARNI JAMESON: More to picking a painter than price. D1 


What To Do Today 


MCRAE OPEN HOUSE 


Get a look at some of the area’s best artists during the free holiday 
open house at McRae Art Studios, 1000 Arlington St., Orlando. 
Works by 20-plus painters will be up for show and sale from 

4-9 p.m. Pictured is a painting by Chip Weston. Details: 
mcraestudios.com. MORE LOCAL EVENTS, B3 


www. w.GreenwayFord. com 


@ East Colonial & The Greenway | 9001 East Colonial Drive 


BLACK FRIDAY "0222 


All Month Long 


40 


„on all NEW FORDS except 
Fiesta And Super-dutes 
With Approved Ford Credit Financing 
$13.95 per $1,000 financed 


aE zi 


NO 


‘= | PAYMENTS 


UNTIL 
FEB 2018 


With approval from 
Ford Credit. 


7-745-0854 


Browse Over 1500 New And Used Vehicles In Stock. | Hablamos Español 


©2017 Orlando Sentinel Communications Company = 


ey Please recycle. Newsprint is a renewable resource. 


au 


